










	 The Southern Museum will celebrate 
the opening of the exhibition July 25 from 
10 AM – 2 PM with several special events 
including:

•	 World War II re-enactors
•	 Hands-on demonstrations of Native 

American Code Talkers cryptography, 
World War II history and Native 
American artifacts

•	 Georgia State Parks & Historic Sites 
Native American displays

•	 Special showing of “The Power of 
Words: Native Languages as Weapons 
of War” produced by the Smithsonian

	 The Smithsonian Community Grant 
program, funded by MetLife Foundation, 
is a proud sponsor 
of these public 
programs. Native 
Words, Native 
Warriors runs 
through October 
4 at the Southern 
Museum. 
	 The U.S. 
military first 
enlisted Native 
Americans to relay 
messages in their 
own languages during World War I. These 
encoded messages proved undecipherable 
by the enemy and helped the United States 
achieve victory. The involvement of the 

code talkers expanded during World War 
II. Soldiers from the Comanche, Meskwaki, 
Sioux, Crow, Hopi, and Cree nations, 
among others, took part in the effort.
	 The best known of these projects 
is the formerly classified Navajo Code 
Talker Program, established by the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 1942. The encoded 
messages proved to be fast, accurate and 
indecipherable, which suited the demands 
of the battlefield better than the painfully 
slow military devices that had been 
standard.
	 Through oral histories, Native Words 
celebrates and honors this little-reported 
aspect of American history. In addition 

to 15 large-scale 
banners, the 
exhibition includes 
videos examining 
the development of 
the code, battlefield 
experiences, 
and the sharp 
turnaround 
many of them 
experienced as they 
transitioned from 
Indian boarding 

schools where they were punished for 
speaking their native language to using it 
as their call to duty for their country.
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American Indian 
Code Talkers
(continued from cover)

Spring Cleaning 
At The General 
Emporium Results  
in Summer Savings 
For You! 

By Henry Higgins

Spring cleaning has taken 
place at the General 
Emporium and, as a result, 

we have cut prices on a large 
selection of summertime inventory.  
Now is the time to browse the shop 
and take advantage of the savings.  
For example, we have taken 25 
percent off all T-shirts just in time 
for hot weather. This special is for 
both men’s and women’s shirts and 
in all themes.
	 If you are planning a trip to the 
Civil War battlefields along the East 
Coast, we’ve got an excellent guide 
book on sale for you: the “Insiders’ 
Guide to Civil War Sites in the 
Eastern Theater.” This book provides 
all of the information you need to 
help plan your trip. Other books 
have also been reduced for your 
summertime reading. We have the 
Museum limited edition coasters on 
sale to take care of your drinks while 
you read and large Museum pens 
with which to take notes.
	 For those of you who have been 
looking for a special item to decorate 
a den or family room, check out 
our collection of Civil War replica 
muskets and pistols. These non-
firing weapons are as close to the 
original as you can get and make a 
welcome addition to any Civil War 
enthusiast’s room.
	 Come in and browse around 
– remember, members get 10 
percent off all items in the General 
Emporium! We hope to see you  
this summer.

sale!
(Left) Navajo code talkers (and cousins) 
Preston Toledo and Frank Toledo at 
Ballarat, Australia, July 7, 1943.
Photo courtesy National Archives

(Below) Choctaw telephone squad, 
1917–18. Photograph by Dr. Joseph 
K. Dixon. Courtesy of the William 
Hammond Mathers Museum,  
Indiana University

These Marines on Saipan landed with  
the first troops to hit the beach, 1944.  

Photo courtesy National Archives
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calendar
July 11 • 2 – 3 PM
Kennesaw Historical Society 
Lecture Series: Christianity  
and the Civil War
Christianity played a major role in 
the Civil War, from abolition to the 
development of the United States 
Christian Commission. Join Robert 
Jones, author of “A Brief History of 
Protestantism in the United States,”  
as he examines how Christianity  
shaped the Civil War.

July 11 • 5 – 8 PM
A Night at the Southern Museum
Sponsored by Geico

Join Museum staff members and the 
hassled security guard as the exhibits 
come to life during this event, inspired 
by the popular movies! This theatrical 
event is fun for all ages, with plenty of 
opportunities for both kids and adults  
to interact with various characters.

July 25 • 10 AM – 2 PM
Exhibit Opening:  
Native Words, Native Warriors
Celebrate the opening of the latest 
traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian 
Institution of Traveling Exhibit Services 
(SITES). The newest exhibit will focus 
on how Native Americans used their 
language to aid American military  
efforts in both World Wars.

The Smithsonian Community Grant
program, funded by MetLife Foundation,
is a proud sponsor of these public programs.

August 6 • 10 AM
Mommy & Me: I Spy Shapes
Shapes make up everything you see! 
What kinds of shapes will you find at  
the Southern Museum?

August 8 • 2 PM – 3 PM
Kennesaw Historical Society 
Lecture Series: Local History  
of North Georgia
The regional history of the north 
Georgia area weaves a fascinating story, 
beginning during the times of Native 
Americans to colonization, from the 
Civil War to the Industrial Revolution. 
Join local historians for a discussion 
about the history of these mountains.

August 13 • 10 AM
Mommy & Me:  
School Days, School Days
You don’t have to walk ten miles  
uphill in the snow to learn how school 
was different in the 19th century.

August 20 • 10 AM
Mommy & Me:  
All Aboard the Dino Train!
It may sound ridiculous, but  
dinosaurs will drive a train during  
this fun program!

August 27 • 10 AM
Mommy & Me:  
A Ride in the Crummy
What’s a crummy, and why would  
you want to ride in it? Come and  
find out!

August 29, 10 AM – Noon
Children’s History Workshop: 
Keepsake Boxes
Design and make a unique storage  
box for all of your keepsakes and  
special treasures! Designed for children  
7 and up. Only $7 per child for  
Southern Museum members, $10 for 
non-members!
 



P.O. Box 846 • Kennesaw, Georgia 30156
770-427-2117 • Fax 770-421-8485

Please visit www.southernmuseum.org 
for more information on upcoming events.

Kennesaw Museum Foundation

Night Out at the Southern Museum
(continued from cover)
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there and watching a movie, people who 
visit the Museum for this event get to 
walk around ‘after hours,’ and truly feel 
immersed in the experience. Museum 
volunteers alongside with local theater 
participants will be engaging in skits, along 
with answering questions and holding 
conversations with visitors.”
	 Legates points out that neither of the 
“Night at the Museum” films starring Ben 

Stiller will be shown during the event. 
“We really want participants to feel like 
they are a part of the Museum coming 
to life,” she said. “Everything is very 
theatrical, and highly interactive.”
	Lasting from 5PM until 8PM, the last 
group of visitors will be admitted at 

7:15PM. “It’s an ongoing event so you 
can arrive at any time, but we want 

to make sure everyone has enough time to 
truly enjoy it,” explained Legates. “Also, 
attendees are advised that it will take at 
least 45 minutes to fully take advantage of 
this event, though people are welcome to 
stay for the full three hours if desired.”
	 Tickets are $7.50 for adults, $5.50 
for children ages four through 12, and 
free for children three and under. Tickets 
can be purchased ahead of time through 
July 8 by visiting the Museum or calling 
770.427.2117, ext 3176. Only Visa or 
MasterCard will be accepted for advance 
ticket sales.
	 “We look forward to seeing the  
entire community at this engaging event!”  
Legates said.

sponsored by




